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Dear Supervisor O'Connor: 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 8 has reviewed the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Forest Service's (USFS's) second Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for Oil 

� 

and Gas Leasing in Portions of the Wyoming Range in the Bridger-Teton National Forest (Forest). The 
Draft SEIS is being prepared in cooperation with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to analyze 
and disclose the effects of authorizing the BLM to offer leasing on all or part of approximately 39,490 
acres of the Forest. This area on the eastern slope of the Wyoming Range was previously identified in 
the Bridger-Teton National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan) as suitable and 
available for oil and gas leasing. Our review was conducted in accordance with the EPA's 
responsibilities under section 102 of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and Section 309 of 
the Clean Air Act (CAA). 

Project Background 

The purpose of the Draft SEIS is to inform decision makers on whether leases should be issued for the 
parcels which were previously sold at competitive oil and gas lease sales. According to the Draft SEIS, 
the supplemental analysis evaluates new information and corrects deficiencies in previous analyses. 
Since the 1990 record of decision for the Forest Plan, there have been several attempts to offer parcels of 
lands for lease with supplemental environmental analysis, resulting in leasing being offered, decisions 
being appealed, and leases being suspended or cancelled upon request. 

There are four alternatives considered in the Draft SEIS: 
• Alternative 1, No Action/No Leasing, proposes that the USFS would withdraw consent to lease

the project parcels for oil and gas development. The No Action/No Leasing alternative is
identified as the Preferred Alternative.

• Alternative 2 authorizes the leasing of the 30 lease parcels under analysis. Stipulations are
applied, including approximately 22, 194 acres subject to no-surface-occupancy (NSO)
stipulations and approximately 14,914 acres subject to controlled-surface-use (CSU) and timing
limitation stipulations.








